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Poquessing Creek Watershed Report
Section 8
June 25, 2007

Section 7: Byberry Road to Cedar Avenue

This segment of stream had very limited access. The two points of access were Evan
Street to Byberry Road (70 feet) and Telfair Road to Greenmount Road (1,000 feet).
Greenmount Road to Cedar Avenue was inaccessible.

Evan Street and Byberry Road

The water had a green hue and there was no odor present. The stream bottom was
composed of sand and boulders. A light green algae was present everywhere and was
seen floating on the water’s surface. Fish were absent and only two brown birds were
noted.

The stream was fully exposed to the sun and there was very little vegetative coverage
from the streambank back 25 feet. The stream’s width was 15 feet and the water depth
was approximately 3 feet. The streambank was 10 feet high and was channelized with
boulders and a wire mesh retaining wall throughout the entire section. There was some
exposed bank on the other side of the bridge that had signs of major erosion. One
hundred percent of this segment was pool.

The surrounding area was industrial/commercial and appeared to have no local use.
There was one outfall pipe with no discharge but the water was green at the pipe’s
location.

Telfair Road and Greenmount Road

The water had a brown hue and no odor was present. The stream bottom was made up of
sand, gravel, and silt. A dark green algae was attached to rocks in the beginning of this
segment. Only one fish and a cardinal were seen.

The stream was partially shaded and had very good coverage of plants, rocks, and logs
from the streambank back 100 feet. The width of the stream was 40 feet and the water
depth was approximately 4 inches. The streambank was 22 feet high on the Bensalem
side and was severely eroded and 3 feet high on the Philadelphia side. This segment was
unchannelized.

The area near Telfair Road had a large pool of water and resembled a marshland. Trash
was abundant and consisted of bottles, cans, shopping carts, paper, a refrigerator, a
mattress, and children’s toys. It appears to be an illegal dump site. The invasives
Japanese knotweed and Japanese honeysuckle were present. There were also two
manholes with missing covers.

The surrounding area was residential. People were fishing and exploring the area
towards the end of this segment (near Greenmount Road) and trash was absent from this
area.
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Recommendations:

Restore streambanks where erosion is present

Investigate possible illegal dumping

Investigate marshland for potential wetland features and potential wetland
mitigation site

Conduct clean-up of sites

Replace missing manhole covers

Investigate cause of green water

Plant trees to shade stream and reinforce streambank
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Section 8: Cedar Avenue to Frankford Avenue
This segment went from Cedar Avenue to Frankford Ave. for approximately ¥z a mile.

The water was clear with no odor present. The stream bottom was sand and gravel with a
dark green and brown algae attached to rocks and matted on the streambed. Fish were
absent on this day but one of the volunteers, who lives nearby, said the fish community
comes and goes with the rainfall. He stated that the stream carries so much stormwater
flow that a heavy rainfall actually flushes the fish from the stream and they gradually
return from the Delaware River over the next two to four weeks. No other wildlife was
noted.

This channelized segment of stream was 30 feet wide, with a water depth of 1.5 feet and
a 5 foot streambank height. There is erosion throughout the segment. The stream was
partially shaded with a 30 to 70 percent vegetative coverage from the streambank back 25
feet and 70 to 100 percent coverage from 25 feet and back 100 feet. The dominant tree
species were Box Elder; Ash; Red Maple; and Oak. The invasives, Japanese knotweed,
Multi-flora rose, and Lesser celandine covered 10 to 25 percent of the area.

The predominant land use was single-family residential on both sides of the stream. A
condominium complex and commercial area was noted near the Frankford Avenue area.
The common local use was wading (illegal). There was stormwater run-off into the
stream from Colonial Road. A large tree obstruction was noted near Colonial Road and
illegal ATV use between Colonial Road and Old Red Lion Road. Some asphalt paving
seems to be deteriorating along the right bank near Colonial Road. Looking downstream,
just above Old Red Lion Road, was rip rap stone on the bank causing the channel to
narrow. The trash noted for this segment was bottles, cans, plastic bags, shopping carts,
and paper.

Note: Looking downstream from Old Red Lion Road Bridge is the sampling location for
the Friends of the Poquessing.

Recommendations:
e Lessen or eliminate stormwater run-off into the stream
Remove invasive species
Repair asphalt
Remove tree obstruction from the stream
Conduct trash clean-up
Investigate illegal ATV use
Create natural barriers to deter ATV usage
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Section 9: Mill Road to Delaware River
Frankford Avenue to Mill Road was not accessible.

Assessment started at Mill Road and continued approximately 200 feet to the Delaware
River.

The water had a brown/green color with no odor present. The stream bottom was
composed of sand and gravel and had dark green and brown algae present in spots. Fish
were moderately abundant with two to three species noted. One frog was seen and an
osprey nest at the Delaware River.

This segment is partially exposed to sunlight and from the streambank and back 100 feet
the area was 30 to 70 percent covered with vegetation. The width of the stream was 15 to
20 feet with a water depth of 12 to 18 inches. The streambank was 10 to 12 feet high and
showed little sign of erosion. The dominant tree species were Oak, Maple, and
Sycamore. The prominent invasives were Japanese knotweed and Japanese honeysuckle.

This unchannelized area consisted of single family dwellings, apartments, and light
industrial structures. A community pool is located near Mill Road and 1-95. A
submerged pipe was located near the Salem Harbor Apartment complex. There were two
bridges, one at State Street and the other at Bristol Road. Trash was moderately abundant
and consisted of bottles, cans, plastic bags, and paper.

Note: The Glen Foerd Mansion is located on banks of the Delaware River.

Recommendations:
e Remove invasives
e Plant trees to shade the stream
e Make sure the community pool managers are educated on the environmental
impact of releasing chlorine into the stream
e Investigate if submerged pipe is connected to the outdoor pool located at the
Salem Harbor Apartment complex
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